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eight powerful lights on the Mediterranean coast and seven on
the Red Sea. " Perhaps," writes McCoan, " on no part of the
coasts of Europe is the light service more efficient than on these
northern and eastern shores of Egypt/'1 This was due to the
energy and intelligence of McKillop Pasha, the director.

As for telegraphs, only 350 miles existed at the death of
Said. By the end of Ismail's reign more than 5,200 miles of
telegraph stretched in every direction, even as far as the
regions bordering the Blue and the White Nile.

In 1865 the post office service, which was worked as a private
enterprise, was purchased from its Italian manager and estab-
lished as a Government department, so that the existence of
foreign post offices in Egypt soon became unnecessary. Under
Muzzi Bey and Mr. Caillard the post office made excellent pro-
gress, and at the Conference of JBerne in 1874 Egypt was
admitted to the General Postal Union. Egypt was one of the
original signatories of the Berne Convention.

One result of the impetus thus given to trade and transport
was the establishment of a mercantile fleet of the utmost
importance to Egypt. Early in his reign, the Khedive formed
the Azizieh Navigation Company, with seven steamers to sail
between Egypt and neighbouring coasts of Europe, Asia and
Africa, with docks at Alexandria and Suez. The shares of the
company were offered for sale to the public and an excellent
service, managed by efficient captains, was started. The com-
pany competed favourably with foreign services, and its suc-
cess was so great that the Khedive bought all the shares in the
hands of the public. The company thus became the property
of the Government and was renamed the Khedivial Mail Line
in 1873. It then possessed sixteen ships for the Mediterranean
service and nine for the Red Sea service. This mercantile pro*
gress soon enhanced the importance of the Egyptian fleet,
which did great service to the Khedive in co-operating with his
expeditions to Crete, Abyssinia and the Sudan*

POLITICAL PROGRESS

Ismail's earnest endeavours to reform Egypt were only a
means to a political end. Like his grandfather he had the
independence of Egypt at heart; but unlike Mohammed Ali

* J. G. McCoan, Eg$t~As It Is, 258.